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PRAYERS OF PAUL: ETERNITY | JANUARY 20, 2019 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Book of Philippians brims over with often quoted passages: “He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6), “To live is Christ and to die is gain” 
(1:21), and “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (4:13). Paul wrote this letter to the 
Philippians in appreciation for all they had done for him. And though they were in the midst of 
persecution, they remained faithful and grew spiritually, which was a great encourage to Paul. He 
begins this letter with gratefulness, and then prays a prayer for them with eternity in mind. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
1To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 2Grace 
and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3I thank my God every time I 
remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that He who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7It is right for me to feel this way 
about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8God can testify how I long for all of 
you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:1-11 
 
 
GROUP QUESTIONS 
 

1. If God answered all of your prayers this week, what (outside of your own personal life) would 
change? 

2. Read Philippians 1:1-11. What is the overall tone of this passage? What do you learn about how 
Paul feels about this church? 

3. List what Paul prays for the Philippians in verses 9-11. 

4. Commentators suggest that when Paul prayed “that your love may abound more and more” he 
was praying for a “continual overflowing increase of super abounding love”. How would this 
kind of love change your view of the world and your interaction with it? 



 

 

5. What is the relationship between love and knowledge?  

6. How do you define “discernment”? What is the relationship between knowing God and being 
able to discern what is best? 

7. What is “the day of Christ”? 

8. Paul prays that the Philippians would be “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ”. What is this “fruit”? 

9. Is this how you pray? If not, how will this passage motivate your prayer life? 

APPLICATION 
 
Each day this week, pray Paul’s prayer in Philippians 1:9-11 for you. Also choose at least one other 
person to pray this prayer for. 
 
 
FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 
“The Day of Christ” is connected with “the Judgment Seat of Christ” and “the Day of the Lord”. Look 
up the following verses and write what you learn about this “day”. 
 
Matthew 16:27 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acts 2:20 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acts 10:42 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 2:16 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 14:10 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ephesians 6:8 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:2 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:2-4 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Peter 3:10 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Revelation 20:11-14 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 


